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WELCOME.  My name is Jeremy Kurth and I 

have the absolute privilege of being the Principal of our great school.  

I believe we provide our students with a well-balanced education that 

ensures their individual academic success as well developing great 

social skills through our school’s values and vision. 

 

We believe it is vital to prepare our learners for their future and so 

we are committed to developing digitally capable learners who have 

learning dispositions that will allow them to succeed in an unknown 

and ever changing future.  

 

I personally believe that learning should be challenging, exciting and 

fun. We’re fortunate to have teachers that can help your child to 

achieve all this, and more! 

 

Please do not hesitate to contact me to 

have a walk around our great school so we 

can chat about your child’s future 

education. 

 

Jeremy Kurth 

Principal 

 

School Motto & Vision 

Our vision is to develop Successful, Creative, Collaborative Learners. 

 

Our motto is to Stand Tall & Proud.  Tu Maia, Tu Rangatira. 

 

 

 

 



Our Values 
 
Here at Walton School we believe our values drive all our actions and 

interactions to not only help our children become successful learners 

but also successful people.  We believe in the SPIRIT (WAIRUA) of 

our school: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Future Focussed 

Education has had significant 

changes over the past decade and 

no longer is it simply about 

“remembering facts”.  We no 

longer teach our children the way 

we were taught.  Walton School 

believes in preparing our children for 

their future and not our past.  Technology is such an integral part of 

learning and life that it would be to the detriment of our children to 

ignore this fact. 

At Walton School we feel the need 

to ensure our learners have access 

to digital devices so that it can be 

incorporated seamlessly within all 

learning areas.  Through the 

application of IT (Information 

Technology) within authentic learning 

contexts students discover real life uses 

for modern technology.  Our students have great access to digital 

devices – Chromebooks and/or iPads.   

But it’s all about balance!  Therefore we do also make sure students 

have plenty of time where 

they’re using traditional books 

for their work too. 

 



Our Wonderful Team 

We are extremely fortunate to have a wonderful staff here who are 

fully committed to providing a caring and safe environment for all 

our children to thrive in.  Our students are spread among 6 

classrooms.  

Rooms 1 & 2 

Our teachers from Room 1 (Years 5 & 6) are Anna Kurth and Hayley 

Kearns (Jonelle Seeney is on maternity leave due back later in 2020). 

Our teacher for Room 2 (Years 4 & 5) is Frances Gillard. 

Rooms 3 & 4 

Our teacher for Room 3 (Years 3 & 4) is Kane Fraser who is also our 

Deputy Principal. 

Our teacher for Room 4 (Years 2 & 3) is Karen Russell. 

Rooms 5 & 6 

Our teacher for Room 5 (Years 1 & 2) is Paul Keogh. 

Our teacher for Room 6 (NE & Year 1) is Hannah Caldwell. 

 

 

     

     

 

 

 

 

 

Hayley Kearns 

Hayley Kearns 

Maternity Leave 



Support Staff 

Our teachers are helped by our brilliant support 

staff; Sandra Louch our Office Manager, and our 

Teacher Aides, Fay Hare (Rm2), Pip Murray 

(Rm6), Lynda Campbell (Rm3), Sarah 

Bonenkamp (Rm4), Jamie Henderson (Rm1) & 

Debbie Boyte (Rm5) 

 

         

 

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

New Entrants & Year 1’s 

If you are turning 5 and joining us as a New Entrant – welcome to 

school … How exciting!! 

As already mentioned, Room 5 is taught by Paul Keogh and Room 6 

is taught by Hannah Caldwell.  Below are some key things to know 

about for when you start school. 

 Readers – these are books that come home with your child to read.  

Please look after them.  Hear your child read or if they’re too tired, you 

can read to them.  Make guessing games of the easy words and try to 

make reading a fun and relaxing time.  Praise their efforts to help instil 

confidence.  These come home Monday-Thursday.  Please return them 

every day. 

 Sight Words – Once your child has settled into class and is comfortable 

they will receive a chart of words to learn.  They get a reward when 

they know each chart.  It should be kept in their book bag at all times 

and again try to make this a fun and relaxed learning time. 

 Poem Books – On Fridays these will come home to be returned on 

Monday.  These poems are to spot the word of the week or rhyming 

words that are very helpful with reading and writing.  Either read to, or 

hear them read to you at your own leisure over the weekend. 

 Clothes – Please take the time to name all of your child’s clothes by 

writing their first name or initials on the tags.  This includes their shoes 

and socks.  Kids are notorious for forgetting even their most favourite 

clothes!  Talking about shoes, it’s great if these can be ones they can put 

on by themselves. 

 More Clothes – Being young 5 year olds there can be little “accidents” 

at times.  Please have a spare set of clothes in their bags in case they 

need to discreetly get changed ;) 

 Swimming – Dress them in clothes that they can get on and off with 

ease.  Put their togs and towel in a named swimming bag. 



A few interesting things to know  
 Assembly  - Every Friday 

at 2:30pm we meet 

together as a whole school 

in the Marlow Room 

(multi-purpose room) for 

our weekly assembly.  

Each class has a turn sharing some of their exciting learning from that 

week.  Also, Mr Kurth hands out a “Caught Being Good” certificate for 

one person from each classroom.  We encourage parents and whanau to 

come every week and watch our fantastic assemblies.  

 Lunch Orders – Every Monday our students are able to make a lunch 

order.  Within the weekly newsletter there is a lunch order menu with 

pricing of the items we purchase from the local Sweet Painted Lady café 

in Waharoa.  

 Supervision  - Duty teachers supervise 

the children during break times.  Please 

explain to your child that they can 

approach a duty teacher if they have 

any questions or concerns. Our 

teachers wear a bright pink vest to 

make them easily seen. 

 Lost Property – Please take the time to name all of your child’s clothes 

by writing their first name, or initials, on the tags.  If any of your child’s 

clothing doesn’t make its way back home you may find it in our lost 

property area, which is located on the Marlow Room’s deck area.  

Every 4-6 weeks we donate the lost property to the local Op Shop.  So, 

please make sure you check it regularly if your child is missing an item. 

 Buses – The majority of our students transport to school on the buses.  

We expect all our students to act responsibly on the buses at all times, as 

well as when waiting to be picked up.  If students don’t respect this we 

have consequences that can ultimately end up as removal from bus 

privileges, which no one wants to see.  Students and parents sign a bus 

agreement that outlines the guidelines for travelling on the bus.  If there 

is a day where you pick your child up, you will need to let the office 

know so that we aren’t looking for your child at bus roll time.  This is 

very important, as the child will always 

go home on the normal bus/car unless 

we are advised differently.  If you 

intend on making a change, please call 

the school office before 2:30pm as 

after that time we cannot guarantee 

the message will be received/checked. 

 Car Park – If you are dropping off or 

picking up your child/ren, please park your car in the school car part so 

that children don’t have to cross the road.  It can be a very busy road 

and not all drivers pay attention when near schools.  Better safe than 

sorry! 

 Leaving School Grounds – Children must not leave school grounds 

without the permission of their teacher or duty teacher.  Children who 

walk or bike to school should leave the school grounds immediately 

following the departure of the school buses.  If you are collecting your 

child during the day you will need to come up to the school to collect 

them.  They will not be allowed to wait for you at the car park or road 

for safety reasons. 

 Optional Uniform – Walton School has an optional uniform of a tee 

shirt, hoodie and jacket.  During the year we advertise in the newsletter 

when an order will be placed (about two times a year).  The hoodies 

are $45.00,  the tee shirts are $30.00 and the jackets are $65.00. 

 

 

 

  

 



 Absence from School – If your child is going to be absent from school 

then please text the school mobile (022 340 1936) or phone (07 888 

3817) to let us know, along with the reason why. 

 Homework – Homework is given out by the teacher and can look 

quite different within each class due to the ages and abilities of differing 

students.  Please check with your child’s 

teacher if you are unsure of the 

classroom homework expectations.  

The main things are to try and make it 

a relaxed and fun time … not a stressful 

one, as that won’t help anyone. 

 IT Devices – As mentioned, our school has an excellent ratio of IT 

devices per student.  Our seniors are also allowed to purchase and bring 

their own Chromebooks to school to ensure they have access to a device 

all day.  If you intend on purchasing one, do check with the teacher to 

make sure it’s one that will be compatible with our school systems. 

 School Donations – Walton School does not ask for School Donations. 

 Swimming – We have swimming during 

Term One and some of Term Four 

(weather dependent).  When this is 

happening we expect every child to 

participate – notes are required if not 

swimming. 

 Newsletter – A school newsletter is sent 

out every 2 weeks on a Thursday.  You can have them e-mailed to you 

by simply letting the office know, that way you can see it in colour   

 School Website & Facebook -  It is strongly encouraged to check out 

our school website at www.walton.school.nz to stay informed with 

things happening in our school.  Also for more videos, photos, and last 

minute notices, check out our school Facebook page at 

https://www.facebook.com/Walton-School-1598361213778115/ 

 Stationery – At the end of each year children will be given a stationery 

list for the following years’ class.  Parents can purchase this during the 

holiday from wherever they choose, or can use the online order option 

from our stationery supplier. 

 Hapu Competition – Children are placed within one of the 3 Hapus 

(Angitu, Auahatanga, or Pakeko).  This is our version of a “house 

competition”.  Students earn Hapu points through a range of daily 

activities and schooling events.  At the end of the year the Wairua Shield 

is awarded to the winning Hapu.  We have 2 leaders and a deputy in 

each Hapu. 
 

ANGITU   AUAHATANGA 

 
 

 Senior Camp – Every year our Year 5-6 students go on a camp that is 

normally for 2 nights/3 days.  This is a great bonding time for students, 

teachers and parents and provides our students with genuine contexts 

for learning about their world.  Our Year 3-4 students have an overnight 

camp on site. 

 PTA – This is a great group of parents who work hard to support our 

school by organising and participating in fundraising events that raise 

money for all our children.  Every year a good chunk of their funds go 

towards Mathletics, Reading Eggs, Teaching Resources and more.  Their 

support is greatly appreciated and needed.  They are always keen to 

have new parents join their fun team. 

 Pet Day – Every year we have our Pet Day (Agricultural Day) where 

students can bring their lamb, calf or kid (goat) to compete with.  

Additionally there are other categories to cater for those who don’t 

have these types of animals.  The event is organised by a Pet Day 

Committee and again, they’re always looking for more parents to put 

their hands up to help, so keep an eye on the newsletter closer to the 

time of Pet Day  

 

http://www.walton.school.nz/
https://www.facebook.com/Walton-School-1598361213778115/


 Board of Trustees – Our BOT are a group of parents who volunteer to 

Govern the school (elected every 3 years) and assist the school staff and 

community to make this school a fun place, filled with great learning 

opportunities for all our students.  Our current BOT members are; Jackie 

Lugton (Chair), Vinka Wong (Treasurer), Ross McIntyre (Health & 

Safety), Susan Cummings (Secretary), Jason Suisted (Property), Kane 

Fraser (Staff Rep) and Jeremy Kurth (Principal). 

 Before School – We ask that students are not dropped off at school 

before 8am.  This is because our teachers are busy preparing for the day 

and are not responsible for supervising students before this time. 

 School Bell Times – Our school day is as follows (unless notified): 

9:00am – School Starts 

10:30am – Think “n” eat (in class) 

10:40am – Morning tea break 

11:00am – Start of middle learning block 

12:30pm – Lunch 

1:30pm – Start of afternoon learning block 

2:55pm – School finishes 

 Think “n” Eat Time – This is a time in class where students eat a 

healthy snack (morning tea) within 

their classrooms.  They have their 

snack while the teacher continues with 

some form of teaching instruction 

(reading a book, YouTube learning 

clips etc).  This allows the morning tea 

break time to be used for running 

around, playing and having a good 

time with friends. 

 Concerns about School – Open communication is important between 

home and school and either party should report any concerns before 

they develop further.  The procedure to follow when a parent has a 

concern or learning enquiry is as follows: 

o Call the office to arrange a time to see the child’s teacher to 

discuss the matter, outlining briefly what the issue is about. 

o If not satisfied call back to arrange a time to see the Deputy 

Principal, Kane Fraser or if still unsatisfied, call the Principal, 

Jeremy Kurth. 

All initial contact should be with the class teacher as the Deputy Principal 

and Principal will refer the problem back if the procedure is not 

followed.  The school will endeavour to look into all concerns and 

report back to parents. 

 School Charter – This is a key document for the school.  It is the 

strategic plan over a 3-year period and is the driving force of the school.  

If you would like to get a copy of this, you can find this on our school 

website. 

 Illness – If a child becomes sick at school they will be sent to the office 

area to rest in the sick bay.  Upon enrolment parents should have 

completed a health form with any important information the school 

needs to know when helping your child.  If your child is too sick to stay 

at school we will contact parents, or other emergency contact person, to 

arrange for collection.  Children who are unwell and sick should not be 

sent to school.  A child must stay away from school for 24 hours after 

vomiting. 

 Reporting to Parents – This is done in 2 ways.  The most important 

one is our school’s Student Led Conferences (SLC).  These happen mid-

year, and end of year.  They are an opportunity for the child to 

showcase their learning and progress to their parents/family.  The 

student leads the conference and is the key person in reporting to the 

parents.  Teachers facilitate the children during this time.  Secondly, 

written reports accompany the SLC a few days earlier.  These are brief 

and should simply reinforce what is shared within the SLC. 

 Money to School – Any payments should be enclosed in a named 

envelope and handed in to the office.  Parents are able to use online 

banking to make payments.  Please contact Sandra in the office to 

organise this.  Sandra is in the office Monday to Thursday 8:30am to 

2:30pm. 

 Bible in Schools – BIS is a Christian values programme where volunteers 

come in to teach the children about Christian morals and beliefs.  The 

lessons take place within the classroom once a week and are for 30 

minutes.  Parents are able to have their child/ren not participate by 

simply informing the 

teacher/office. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Emails 
anna.kurth@walton.school.nz 

hayley.kearns@walton.school.nz 

jonelle.seeny@walton.school.nz 

frances.gillard@walton.school.nz 

kane.fraser@walton.school.nz 

karen.russell@walton.school.nz 

paul.keogh@walton.school.nz 

hannah.caldwell@walton.school.nz 

office@walton.school.nz 

principal@walton.school.nz 

 

 
Welcome to our great 

school 
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